UNDECLARED    WAR
Germany should control nearly a fifth of the foreign
investments in Yugoslavia constitutes one of the
striking results of the establishment of the German
Protectorate over Bohemia and Moravia. Nor is this
all, for a considerable part of Slovenian industry is in
the hands of German citizens of Yugoslavia, and what
they own can to-day be simply written down as a
Reich German asset. The most important person
concerned is Herr Westen, who owns the heavy
industry of Slovenia, the foundries of Jesenice and
Celje. This man is known to have strong Nazi sym-
pathies and to be in close touch with Herr Neuhausen
on the one hand and Nazi Party circles in the Reich on
the other; his employees are subjected to the kind of
Nazi pressure which became familiar to workmen in
the factories of Aussig or Komotau in Bohemia from
about 1936.
There is yet another economic use to which the
German minority in Yugoslavia has been very system-
atically put, and which, while it relates to the direct
economic interest of Germany in the country, has a
peculiar significance of its own. This is the matter of
the acquisition of land. It should first be observed
that in the ex-Habsburg territory of Yugoslavia, par-
ticularly in Slovenia where the upper classes before
the war were German or Germanized, the big landed
estates belonged to Austrian aristocrats of the usual
kind. Of these the Auerspergs held the widest
possession in pre-war days, something like 22,500
hectares, which, though reduced to about 5,500
hectares by Yugoslavia's agrarian reform, still leaves
them with extensive estates around Kocevje and also
in Northern Croatia. Until at least 193 8 the Auersperg